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Mexican American Studies
I think that the banning of Mexican American Studies in Arizona was uncalled for.  This is because there was no credible explanation for it to be banned or rather the fact that it does not comply with American ideologies is not enough reason for it be banned. Regardless of whether a certain form of history applies to you or not, it is still relevant and should be regarded as so. For one, being aware of all aspects of history is crucial in gaining understanding of who you are and understanding other people better. Learning history is a way for us to understand the reason why people hold varying views on life. 
The banning of MAS can be historically linked to colonialism due to the fact that Ethnic history is banned in Arizona whereas American history is not banned in Mexico or any other South American countries. This is a clear example of modern-day colonialism because why American history should be taught in other countries if they do not allow their students to learn ethnic history? Arizona wants to have control over what people are taught so that America can control the narrative of major historical events.  The main propagator of the ban, Tom Horne says that he is pushing for the ban of ethnic studies in Arizona because they lead to racial divisions in history classes.  He supports his stand with the claim that he was a participant in the March on Washington in 1963 where Martin Luther King Jr. gave his speech on his dream for a “nation where people will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character”.  It is hard to prove whether he is lying or not considering there were more than 250,000 attendees during the march; but most importantly the fact that he wants to ban ethnic studies shows that he did not understand the essence of the speech. 
He may have used the speech to appear logical but his view that ethnic studies because racial divisions does not showcase him as a good person. As the movie progresses, he tries to point out the ethnic studies teachers as racists even when they are not just to prove his point on why these studies should be banned. On the contrary, in the movie we find that the students have honest discussions on race and ethnicities and they critically analyze the situation in America and this explains why so many people such as Tom Horne want ethnic studies in Arizona to be banned. In the movie, the ethnic studies teachers do a good job in encouraging participation from all students and this is what Tom misses out on when he declines the invitation to witness a class in session. The recent victory for ethnic studies makes me so happy because it shows that if people work together towards a common goal regardless of their race and ethnicity, they can achieve the results they desire.  

